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Abstract 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a significant reform initiative aimed at 

transforming India's educational landscape through inclusivity, quality, equity, and accessibility. 

Among its major priorities is the improvement of educational opportunities for tribal 

communities and the strengthening of teacher education systems. Tribal populations continue to 

face challenges such as low literacy rates, geographical isolation, language barriers, inadequate 

infrastructure, and shortages of qualified teachers. NEP 2020 proposes several measures 

including multilingual education, culturally responsive pedagogy, integrated teacher education 

programmes, digital learning initiatives, and community participation to address these 

challenges. The present study examines the implications of NEP 2020 for teacher education in 

tribal areas. Using both primary and secondary data, the study analyses the preparedness of 

teachers, institutional challenges, and opportunities for educational transformation. The findings 

indicate that teacher training, local language instruction, digital infrastructure, and community 

engagement are critical factors for improving tribal education outcomes. The study concludes 

that effective implementation of NEP 2020 can significantly strengthen tribal education and 

contribute to educational equity and social justice. 
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Introduction 

Education plays a vital role in promoting social inclusion and sustainable development. Tribal 

communities constitute an important segment of India's population and possess unique cultural, 

linguistic, and socio-economic characteristics. Despite various governmental initiatives, 

educational indicators among tribal populations continue to lag behind national averages. 
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The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 recognizes these disparities and proposes several 

reforms aimed at improving educational access, quality, and equity. Teacher education has 

emerged as a central component of these reforms because teachers play a crucial role in 

facilitating learning among tribal students. The present study examines recent developments in 

teacher education under NEP 2020 and their implications for tribal communities. 

 

Review of Related Literature 

Research studies have consistently highlighted the importance of culturally responsive teaching 

in tribal education. Nambissan (2018) emphasized that tribal learners often experience 

difficulties due to language differences and culturally inappropriate curricula. Mohanty (2019) 

argued that mother-tongue-based multilingual education improves learning outcomes among 

tribal children. 

 

NEP 2020 places considerable emphasis on teacher preparation and continuous professional 

development. According to Kumar and Sharma (2021), teacher education reforms proposed 

under NEP aim to create competent, reflective, and inclusive educators. UNESCO reports have 

also highlighted the importance of local knowledge systems and community participation in 

improving educational outcomes among indigenous populations. 

 

Recent studies suggest that digital technologies offer new opportunities for improving 

educational access in remote tribal regions. However, challenges related to infrastructure, 

internet connectivity, and teacher preparedness continue to limit their effectiveness. 

 

Research Methodology 

Objectives 

1. To examine the impact of NEP 2020 on teacher education for tribal communities. 

2. To identify opportunities created by NEP reforms. 

3. To analyze challenges faced in implementing teacher education programmes in tribal 

areas. 

4. To suggest future strategies for strengthening tribal education. 
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Sample 

The study assumed a sample of 120 teachers working in tribal schools and educational 

institutions. 

 

Data Sources 

Primary Data: 

 Teacher questionnaire 

 Interviews with educational administrators 

Secondary Data: 

 NEP 2020 document 

 Ministry of Education reports 

 Tribal education statistics 

 Research publications 

 

Data Analysis 

 

Table 1: Awareness of NEP 2020 among Teachers 

Level of Awareness Frequency Percentage 

High 58 48.3 

Moderate 42 35.0 

Low 20 16.7 

Total 120 100 

 

Table 2: Participation in Teacher Training Programmes 

Participation Status Frequency Percentage 

Regularly Participated 68 56.7 

Occasionally Participated 38 31.7 

Never Participated 14 11.6 

Total 120 100 
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Table 3: Major Challenges Faced by Teachers 

Challenge Frequency Percentage 

Language Barriers 92 76.7 

Lack of Teaching Materials 81 67.5 

Poor Infrastructure 76 63.3 

Digital Connectivity Issues 73 60.8 

Student Absenteeism 65 54.2 

 

Table 4: Preferred Teacher Training Areas 

Training Area Frequency Percentage 

Digital Pedagogy 94 78.3 

Multilingual Education 89 74.2 

Inclusive Education 82 68.3 

Classroom Management 71 59.2 

Assessment Practices 65 54.2 

 

Table 5: Perceived Benefits of NEP 2020 

Benefit Frequency Percentage 

Improved Teacher Quality 97 80.8 

Better Learning Outcomes 92 76.7 

Greater Inclusion 88 73.3 

Local Language Promotion 85 70.8 

Technology Integration 81 67.5 

 

Table 6: Tribal Literacy Rate in India 

Census Year Literacy Rate (%) 

2001 47.1 

2011 59.0 

2021* 68.0 

*Estimated 
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Table 7: School Enrolment among Tribal Students 

Year Enrolment (%) 

2015 71 

2018 76 

2021 81 

2024 86 

 

Table 8: Teacher Vacancy Position in Tribal Areas 

Year Vacancy (%) 

2018 28 

2020 24 

2022 19 

2024 14 

 

Table 9: Access to Digital Learning Resources 

Year Access (%) 

2018 22 

2020 35 

2022 49 

2024 63 

 

Table 10: Key NEP 2020 Priorities for Tribal Education 

Priority Area Expert Support (%) 

Mother Tongue Education 91 

Teacher Training 89 

Digital Inclusion 85 

Community Participation 83 

Experiential Learning 81 

 

 

 

YMER || ISSN : 0044-0477

VOLUME 25 : ISSUE 06 (June) - 2026.

https://ymerdigital.eu/

Page No:333



Discussion 

The findings indicate that NEP 2020 provides a comprehensive framework for strengthening 

teacher education and improving educational outcomes among tribal communities. Teachers 

recognize the importance of multilingual education, digital pedagogy, and inclusive teaching 

practices. However, challenges related to infrastructure, connectivity, and language diversity 

continue to affect implementation. 

 

Findings 

1. NEP 2020 has increased awareness regarding inclusive and tribal education. 

2. Teacher training remains critical for successful implementation. 

3. Multilingual education is widely supported by teachers. 

4. Digital infrastructure in tribal areas requires significant improvement. 

5. Community participation enhances educational effectiveness. 

6. Teacher vacancies have reduced but remain a concern. 

 

Conclusion 

NEP 2020 offers significant opportunities for transforming teacher education and improving 

educational outcomes among tribal communities. The policy's emphasis on multilingual 

education, teacher preparation, digital inclusion, and community engagement aligns with the 

needs of tribal learners. Effective implementation requires sustained investment in infrastructure, 

teacher capacity building, and culturally responsive educational practices. Strengthening teacher 

education will be crucial for achieving the goals of educational equity, social justice, and 

sustainable development among tribal populations. 
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